
 

 
 
The process started with finding and securing an international guest speaker, Mr Jeffrey 
Riley accepted our invitation and even though he endured 4 flights and lost luggage to get 
here, he was an absolute superstar from day one. His input was above and beyond with 
four fantastic presentations over the course of the meeting and helping out in the simulator 
session prior to the meeting.      
 

 
        Charles McDonald and Jeffrey Riley 

 
In an attempt to showcase what Queensland has happening at the moment, we invited two 
local speakers, Dr John Fraser and Dr David Platts, both of whom are heavily involved in 
research. John Fraser talked about the BiVACOR and IABP and Cerebral Autoregulation.  
David gave us an update on cardiac transplantation and a talk on ECMO and VADs in 
2010. I think everyone who attended the meeting was impressed with both of these 
speakers and their work.     
 

When advertising for abstracts we decided that rather than listing one central theme we 
would let the submitted abstracts drive the final flow of the meeting.  We were lucky that 
Jeff is a wealth of knowledge and could talk on pretty much anything we asked of him, so 
he could fit around the submitted abstracts.  We were relieved when the abstracts came 
rolling in (not only because there were some!) but because of the high quality of each and 
every one of them.  It was a welcome surprise that we did not have to “doorknock” for any 
abstracts.   
 

 
              

 

The 27th Annual Scientific Meeting has been and 
gone in a flurry of sunshine, fantastic presentations, 
stingrays and BJ the Sea Lion! 
 
We first considered Sea World as a possible venue 
for the ASM back in July 2009.  One visit was all it 
took for us to select the venue for several reasons, 
location, location, location,  family friendly 
atmosphere,  enthusiastic resort staff and a light and 
bright trade area. 
 
We had a great turnout, just shy of 100 people 
including several overseas delegates.   
 
 



The final programme was divided into seven sections.  The sessions were kept short and 
sharp, and all sessions, including the one on a very sunny Saturday afternoon were well 
attended.  We noticed that the trade was very well represented in the meeting room, with 
the back row constantly filled with the same white shirts, hats off to our corporate friends 
for getting into the sessions.  This once again is a credit to the calibre of the presentations 
by our members. 
 

 
 
In an attempt to breathe some fresh air into our meeting, we came up with the historical 
display filled with photos, kit and a video.  This also encompassed a student competition 
with the prize been a kiss from BJ!   
        

 
 
 
It was a pleasure to see delegates picking up and discussing the articles with each other 
and it also showed how many years of experience we had at the meeting!  We must thank 
Bob Stacey and John Dittmer for the majority of the items and Terry Letchford for 
arranging transport of the items.   
 
 
 

 

 



The trade area was set up in the lobby of the resort.  This area was light and bright and 
had a lovely view over the boardwalk.   We were impressed at the amount of equipment 
and effort that went into each and every one of the booths.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 

 
 

  



 
The first scientific session of the meeting consisted of back to back talks from John Fraser, 
one on the BiVACOR and one IABP and cerebral autoregulation.  We must talk John for 
squeezing us into his schedule as he was on a plane within an hour of his first talk.  John’s 
talks were followed by David Platts talk on ECMO and Ventricular assist devices, once 
again a very informative presentation. 
 
 

 
               John Fraser 

 
 
The second session was titled “Artificial hearts and transplantation” it consisted of talks 
from Claudio Soto, David Platts and Jeffrey Rileys first presentation of the meeting on less 
complexed ECMO circuits. 
 
 

 
             Jeffrey Riley 

 
 
Session three was all about “Anticoagulation and Hemostasis” with interesting talks from 
Hayden Dando on alternatives to Heparin, Jeff’s second talk of the meeting on “new” 
heparin followed by Ben Baastrup’s talk titled “Has the baby been thrown out with the bath 
water” about Aprotinin. 
 
Post afternoon tea, the Annual General Meeting finished off the serious side of the day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Friday evening was a very Queensland style barbeque by the pool.  The pre dinner drinks 
were sponsored was Lovells and the BBQ was sponsored by Medtronic. This was a very 
relaxed evening and it was a pleasure to hear all the positive comments about the BBQ 
buffet.  Most people retired early but it was noted that several occupied the bar until 
closing. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
Saturday morning started with a private tour of Shark Bay.  It was fantastic to see all the 
delegates and their families up bright and early to make the most of this opportunity.  It 
was a little hard to drag some people back to the meeting room but we managed to kick off 
the Saturday sessions on time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday sessions stated off with a bang, with all of the presentations in this first session 
going on to win awards! Starting with Richard Newland talking on alternative circuits for 
CPB, this presentation won Richard the Medtronic encouragement award for 2010. This 
was followed by Nick Carr talking on RAP, which won him the Sid Yarrow award, then 
Charles McDonald’s talk on trace elements in the CPB circuit which earned him the 
Terumo award. 
 
The second  Saturday session entitled pathophysiology and myocardial protection, was 
just as impressive with talks from Mark Ambrose on cold agglutinins and CPB, Andrew 
Sanderson talking on the influence of bypass flow and pressure on Troponin T generation, 
Peter Angelopoulos presentation on myocardial protection and Jeff’s third talk of the 
meeting on coagulation parameters with ECMO post cardiotomy. 
 
Session three was our case study session with Susan and Helen from Townsville both 
giving thought provoking talks.  Vincent presented a case study on the resection of a renal 
tumour on CPB and Gary Walker talked on lung lavage. 
 
The final session of the meeting was on simulation.  Vincent talked on his experience with 
the Orpheus in Western Australia followed by Jeff Riley’s final talk of the meeting on the 
Toronto Simulation workshop.  It was great to hear the Mr Riley confirmed that we are on 
track with the use of the Orpheus in Australasia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Saturday evening began with a stroll to Ray Reef and pre-dinner drinks with the stingrays, 
kindly sponsored by Terumo. The rays were rather active and happy to be stroked as they 
swam around their enclosure.  A further stroll in the park at dusk, past the dolphins bought 
us to the Paradise Room for our Gala Dinner.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The room looked great and the view over the park was a lovely backdrop for the 
presentation of the awards by Mike Whitburn. 
 

  
 

  



 
 
 
The Terumo Award for the best clinical paper was presented to Charles McDonald for his 
presentation on Trace Elements in the CPB circuit. 
 

  
 
The Medtronic Encouragement Award was presented to Richard Newland for his 
presentation on the Assessment of alternative circuits for cardiopulmonary bypass, 
influence of integration of the arterial line filter on gaseous microemboli handling. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Sid Yarrow Award, 
sponsored by Cellplex, was 
presented to Nick Carr for his 
presentation on the impact of 
RAP on transfusion. 
 

 

  



Two travel scholarships were presented this year. Mark Ambrose received one for his talk 
on cold agglutinins and Vincent Rajkumar received the second for his talk on simulation 
and his case study. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

   
 
I don’t think anyone will forget BJ the Sea Lion’s little performance.  His appearance fee 
was less than a dinner speaker and the funds go directly back to the animals rescued by 
Sea World.   
 

 

 

Best Trade Display this year went 
to Mayo Healthcare for their surf 
lifesaver themed booth …after the 
witches last year, who knows what 
these ladies will come up with in 
2011! 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 
And so the night continued, with great food, nice wine and some fantastic moves on the 
dance floor! 
 

 
 



 
 

 
   
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



An ASM would never be complete without a touch of fun!   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 



   
 

 
 
We were entertained by Super City until midnight when our chariot, in the form on the 
monorail, took us back to the resort for a well deserved sleep!   
  

    
 

 

 



 
 
On behalf of the organising committee, I would like to thank everyone for coming along 
and making this meeting the success that it was.  We hope that not only was it informative 
and a networking opportunity, but also a little bit of fun! 
 
 
Taryn 
 

 
 

See you all next year in Christchurch  
 
Gary, Taryn and Charles  

 


